
The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 

99-A. Power to declare certain publications forfeited and to issue search-warrants for the 

same: (1) Where- 

 (a) any newspaper, or book as defined in the [West Pakistan Press and Publications Ordinance, 

1963, or any other- law relating to press-and publication for the time being in force], 

 (b) any document, wherever printed, appears to the Provincial Government to contain any 

treasonable or seditious matter or any matter which is prejudicial to national integration or any 

matter which promotes or is intended to promote, feelings of enmity or hatred between different 

classes of the citizens of Pakistan or which is deliberately and maliciously intended to outrage 

the religious feelings of any such class, by inputting the religion or religious belief of that class, 

[or any matter, of the nature referred 1 to in clause (ii) of sub-section (1) of Section 24 of the 

West Pakistan Press and Publication Ordinance,1963] that is to say, any matter the publication 

of which is punishable under Section 123-A or Section 124-A-or Section 154-A or Section 

295-A [or Section 298-A or Section 298-B or Section 298-C] of the Pakistan Penal Code, the 

Provincial Government may, by notification in the official Gazette stating the grounds of its 

opinion, declare every copy of the issue of the newspaper containing such platter and every 

copy of such book or other document to be forfeited to Government ,and thereupon any police-

officer may seize the same wherever found in Pakistan and any Magistrate may by warrant 

authorize any police-officer not below the rank of sub-Inspector to enter upon and search for 

the same in any premises where any copy of such issue or any such book or other document 

may be reasonably suspected to be- 

295. Injuring or defiling a place of worship, with Intent to insult the religion of any class. 

 

Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or any object held sacred by any 

class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of any class of persons or 

with the knowledge that any class of persons is likely to consider such destruction, damage or 

defilement as an insult to their religion. shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

 



295-A. Deliberate and malicious acts intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by 

insulting Its religion or religious beliefs. 

 

Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the 'religious feelings of any 

class of the citizens of Pakistan, by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representations 

insults the religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment 

of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both. 

 

295-B. Defiling, etc., of Holy Qur'an. 

 

Whoever wilfully defiles, damages or desecrates a copy of the Holy Qur'an or of an extract 

therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner or for any unlawful purpose shall be punishable 

with imprisonment for life. 

 

295-C. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of the Holy Prophet. 

 

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation or by any imputation, 

innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and 

shall also be liable to fine. 

 

296. Disturbing religious assembly. 

 

Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly lawfully engaged in the performance 

of religious worship, or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 

 

297. Trespassing on burial places, etc. 

 

Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of any person, or of insulting the religion 

of any person, or with the knowledge that the feelings of any person are likely to be wounded, 

or that the religion of any person is likely to be insulted thereby, commits any trespass in any 

place of worship or on any place of sculpture, or any place set apart for the performance of 

funeral rites or as a, depository for the remains of the dead, or offers any indignity to any human 



corpse or causes disturbance to any persons assembled for the performance of funeral 

ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 

extend to one year, or with fine, or with both.  

 

298. Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound religious feelings. 

 

Whoever, with the deliberate intention of wounding the religious feelings of any person, utters 

any word or makes any sound in the hearing of that person or makes any gesture in the sight of 

that person or places any object in the sight of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment 

of either description for a term which may extend to one year or with fine, or with both. 

 

298-A. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of holy personages. 

 

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation, or by any imputation, 

innuendo or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of any wife (Ummul 

Mumineen), or members of the family (Ahle-bait), of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), 

or any of the righteous Caliphs (Khulafa-e-Rashideen) or companions (Sahaba) of the Holy 

Prophet (peace be upon him) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 

term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 
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